Barbara L. Melvin 
As Senior Vice President, External Affairs, Ms. Melvin is responsible for all aspects of communication with the public, including public relations, government relations and environmental programs. Ms. Melvin also serves as the Ports Authority's lead staff person on the Charleston Harbor Post 45 Project.

Prior to assuming this role, Ms. Melvin served as Vice President, Government Relations, responsible for lobbying local, state and federal public officials on the Authority's behalf. Before joining the SPA in 1998, she served as Director of Government Relations for the Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce and as a policy analyst for the Georgia Governor's Office of Planning and Budget.

Ms. Melvin is a member of the South Carolina Advisory Council of the United States Global Leadership Coalition, serves on the Business Advocacy Committee of the Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce, the Ports Caucus Advisory Board for the United States Congress and is also part of the Class of 2014 Liberty Fellowship. She formerly served on the board for Communities in Schools and the South Carolina Maritime Foundation.

She received a bachelor's degree in political science from Georgia Southern University with a minor in international relations.

