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OverviewOverview

• Port of Baltimore (POB), pertinent facts
• The POB uses NOAA’s NavigationThe POB uses NOAA s Navigation 

Services products
– Hydrographic Surveys NOAA Charts– Hydrographic Surveys, NOAA Charts
– PORTS

Potential modification of procedure that• Potential modification of procedure that 
would benefit POB users



Port of BaltimorePort of Baltimore
• A major economic engine for Maryland; 50,200 jobs j g y ; , j

generated by port activity, 68,300 other jobs directly 
related, $3.6 B in personal wages, salaries

• An inland port with 135 miles of dredged channel;
50 ft southern and 35 ft northern approach channels 
with ~5 mcy annual maintenance dredging

• NOAA charts and data used extensively in 
Maryland’s Dredged Material Management Program.Maryland s Dredged Material Management Program.



MPA Use of NOAA Data
• NOAA charts are the base data for preliminary 

i f t ti l l t it tiscanning of potential placement site options; 
reconnaissance  begins with a review of NOAA 
Charts to select potential sites for more detailed p
investigation

NOAA h d d d f fi h i• NOAA charts and data are used for first phase site 
option screening, comparison of potential options

• Electronic files of NOAA charts (Raster images) are 
imported to CAD and used for site layout design and 
quantity takeoff estimates at recon level of 
investigation



Masonville Site Alignment 
NOAA Ch ton NOAA Chart

NOAA Chart 12281 – Baltimore Harbor, 52nd Edition, August 08



Uses ContinuedUses Continued…
• Determining initial project planning dimensions for 

h l h lnew access channels or access channel 
modifications, to meet desired limiting depths, 
scaling channel dimensions and making roughscaling channel dimensions and making rough 
projections on channel design and dredging 
quantities

• Basic accuracy of NOAA charts is essential to 
generation of planning level project data The moregeneration of planning level project data. The more 
recent the hydrographic survey, the more accurate 
the estimated project data.



E l ti

NOAA Chart 12281 – Baltimore Harbor, 52nd Edition, August 08

Evaluating 
Channel 
Widening 
OptionsOptions



PORTS
• The POB is near the head of the Chesapeake Bay, 

150 nm from the Atlantic Ocean with 70 miles of 
dredged channel on its Southern 50’ approach, 113 
nm from the ocean with 65 miles of dredged channel 
on its Northern 35’ approachon its Northern 35  approach 

• With PORTS, ships can transit Baltimore’s channels 
safely and cost effectively while loaded to within 2.0’ 
to 2.5’ of the channel bottom

• Before sailing, PORTS provides real time data on 
sailing conditions, Baltimore to the ocean, and g
projected conditions in any channel section upon 
arrival 



Potential Modification of 
Procedures

U d ti f NOAA h t t h t• Updating of NOAA charts to show recent 
modifications (deepening, widening) of the Seagirt 
and Dundalk terminal access channels was delayed 
for 3 months due to NOAA’s requirement for a 
hydrographic survey by the Corps of Engineers

• Use of certified hydrographic surveys 
commissioned by ports should be considered when 
updating project dimensions and limiting depths forupdating project dimensions and limiting depths for 
channels displayed on NOAA charts



Statement of SupportStatement of Support

• MPA recognizes the importance of the services and 
products provided by NOAA for navigation to and 
from the Port of Baltimorefrom the Port of Baltimore

• 95% of world’s cargo moves by water. It is95% of world s cargo moves by water.  It is 
important to ports and to world trade that services 
provided by NOAA are continued at or above 
existing levelsexisting levels


