
NOAA Nautical Charting Calendar

Our 200 years of history begins in 1807 
when President Thomas Jefferson signed 
an Act “to provide for surveying the 
coasts of the United States.” The 
fledgling nation’s success depended on 
efficient maritime commerce and border 
defense, and the tools to succeed were 
accurate charts of shores, waters and 
hazards to safe navigation. Thus was 
born America’s first science agency – the 
Coast Survey – and a tradition of 
perseverance, scientific integrity, skill 
bordering on art, and the courage 
demanded of explorers charting the 
unknown. Later renamed the U.S. Coast 
and Geodetic Survey, this agency was 
among the first incorporated into today’s 
NOAA.  
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For more information about the NOAA 200th Celebration, visit 
www.celebration200years.noaa.gov . 
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NOAA, www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov, 1-301-713-2770. 
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