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PORTS® Data Through Coast Guard’s Automatic 
Identification System (AIS)

• RTCM Special Committee 121 Working Group on Expanded Use • RTCM Special Committee 121 Working Group on Expanded Use 
of AIS within VTS 

• PORTS® data part of a larger effort to expand AIS information g
capabilities
– Environmental data
– Zone message (right whale, spills, accidents, etc.)Zone message (right whale, spills, accidents, etc.)
– Waterways management messages



Participant POCsp

• USCG R&D CenterUSCG R&D Center
– Irene Gonin

• Alion Science & TechnologyAlion Science & Technology
– Greg Johnson

• USCG Cooperative VTS (CVTS) TampaUSCG Cooperative VTS (CVTS) Tampa
– Steve Fidler

• Tampa Bay PilotsTampa Bay Pilots
– Jorge Viso

• NOAA (PORTS)• NOAA (PORTS)
– Darren Wright



User GroupUser Group
• Initially, Tampa Bay Pilots
• May be extended to other users

Test User 

Group

AIS Receiver

ECDIS / ECS

• May be extended to other users 
after the initial Phase
– Marine Towing of Tampa 
– Seabulk Towing AIS Receiver

ECDIS / ECS

– Seabulk Towing

• Equipment Selection
– All of the state pilots carry ARINC 

PPU
p y

PPUs

Organization Name Phone e-mail
Tampa Bay Pilots Jorge Viso 813 690-4810 moanamarine@verizon netTampa Bay Pilots Jorge Viso 813 690-4810 moanamarine@verizon.net
Marine Towing Norman Atkins 813-242-6500
Seabulk Towing Vic Davis 813-247-3187
ARINC Don English 619-225-5335ARINC Don English 619 225 5335
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PORTS Data Retrieval Interface

HTML Format

Data Snap Shop

XML Format





User Assessment

• Information Desired
– Is the data received in a timely manner?
– Is the data being used?

I th d t i i ti ?– Is the data improving operations?
– Is the data delivery via AIS better than alternative 

means?
– Usefulness of text display?
– Usefulness of graphical display

• Methods• Methods
– Log kept by the Pilots after each transit on what 

was good and what was bad.
– Capture data on AIS installation problems on 

ships.
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Questions?Questions?

For more information please contact the PORTS Program Manager:

Organization Name Phone e-mail

301-713-4278 x193
NOAA Darren Wright

301-713-4278 x193
240-338-1347 cell

darren.wright@noaa.gov


