
Appendix C 

Relevant Portions of the Submerged Lands Act,
As Amended 

Codified at 43 United States Code 1301 et seq. 

1301. Definitions 
When used in this subchapter and subchapter II of this chapter — 
(a) The term “lands beneath navigable waters” means — 

(1) all lands within the boundaries of each of the respective 
States which are covered by nontidal waters that were 
navigable under the laws of the United States at the time such 
States became a member of the Union, or acquired 
sovereignty over such lands and waters thereafter, up to the 
ordinary high water mark as heretofore or hereafter modified 
by accretion, erosion and reliction; 
(2) all lands permanently or periodically covered by tidal 
waters up to but not above the line of mean high tide and 
seaward to a line three geographical miles distant from the 
coast line of each such State and to the boundary line of each 
such State where in any case such boundary as it existed at 
the time such States became a member of the Union, or as 
heretofore approved by Congress, extends seaward (or into 
the Gulf of Mexico) beyond three geographical miles, and 
(3) all filled in, made, or reclaimed lands which formerly 
were lands beneath navigable waters, as hereinabove defined; 

(b) The term “boundaries” includes the seaward boundaries of a 
State or its boundaries in the Gulf of Mexico or any of the Great 
Lakes as they existed at the time such State became a member of the 
Union, or as heretofore approved by the Congress, or as extended or 
confirmed pursuant to section 1312 of this title but in no event shall 
the term “boundaries” or the term “lands beneath navigable waters” 
be interpreted as extending from the coast line more than three 
geographical miles into the Atlantic Ocean or the Pacific Ocean, or 
more than three marine leagues into the Gulf of Mexico, except that 
any boundary between a State and the United States under this 
subchapter or subchapter II of this chapter which has been or is 
hereafter fixed by coordinates under a final decree of the United 
States Supreme Court shall remain immobilized at the coordinates 
provided under such decree and shall not be ambulatory; 
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1311. Rights of States 
(a) Confirmation and establishment of title and ownership of lands 

and resources; management, administration, leasing, development, and use 
It is hereby determined and declared to be in the public interest that 

(1) title to and ownership of the lands beneath navigable waters within the 
boundaries of the respective States, and the natural resources with such 
lands and waters, and (2) the right and power to manage, administer, lease, 
develop, and use the said lands and natural resources all in accordance 
with applicable State law be, and they are hereby, subject to the provisions 
hereof, recognized, confirmed, established, and vested in and assigned to 
the respective States or the persons who were on June 5, 1950, entitled 
thereto under the law of the respective States in which the land is located, 
and the respective grantees, lessees, or successors in interest thereof; 

(b) Release and relinquishment of title and claims of United States; 
payment to States of moneys paid under leases 

(1) The United States hereby releases and relinquishes unto said 
States and persons aforesaid, except as otherwise reserved herein, all right, 
title, and interest of the United States, if any it has, in and to all said lands, 
improvements, and natural resources; (2) the United States hereby releases 
and relinquishes all claims of the United States, if any it has, for money or 
damages arising out of any operations of said States or persons pursuant to 
State authority or within said lands and navigable waters; and (3) the 
Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of the Navy or the Treasurer of the 
United States shall pay to the respective States or their grantees issuing 
leases covering such lands or natural resources all moneys paid thereunder 
to the Secretary of the Interior or to the Secretary of the Navy or to the 
Treasurer of the United States and subject to the control of any of them or 
to the control of the United States on May 22, 1953, except that portion of 
such moneys which (1) is required to be returned to a lessee; or (2) is 
deductible as provided by stipulation or agreement between the United 
States and any of said States; 

1312. Seaward boundaries of States 
The seaward boundary of each original coastal State is hereby 

approved and confirmed as a line three geographical miles distant 
from its coast line or, in the case of the Great Lakes, to the international 
boundary. Any State admitted subsequent to the formation of the Union 
which has not already done so may extend its seaward boundaries to a line 
three geographical miles distant from its coast line, or to the international 
boundaries of the United States in the Great Lakes or any other body of 
water traversed by such boundaries. Any claim heretofore or hereafter 
asserted either by constitutional provision, statute, or otherwise, indicating 
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the intent of a State so to extend its boundaries is hereby approved and 
confirmed, without prejudice to its claim, if any it has, that its boundaries 
extend beyond that line. Nothing in this section is to be construed as 
questioning or in any manner prejudicing the existence of any State’s 
seaward boundary beyond three geographical miles if it was so provided by 
its constitution or laws prior to or at the time such State became a member 
of the Union, or it has been heretofore approved by Congress. 

1313. Exceptions from confirmation and establishment of States’ title, 
power and rights 

There is excepted from the operation of section 1311 of this title — 
(a) all tracts or parcels of land together with all accretions thereto, 

resources therein, or improvements thereon, title to which has been lawfully 
and expressly acquired by the United States from any State or from any 
person in whom title had vested under the law of the State or of the United 
States, and all lands which the United States lawfully holds under the law of 
the State; all lands expressly retained by or ceded to the United States when 
the State entered the Union (otherwise than by a general retention or 
cession of lands underlying the marginal sea); all lands acquired by the 
United States by eminent domain proceedings, purchase, cession, gift, or 
otherwise in a proprietary capacity; all lands filled in, built up, or 
otherwise reclaimed by the United States for its own use; and any rights the 
United States has in lands presently and actually occupied by the United 
States under claim of right; 

(b) such lands beneath navigable waters held, or any interest in 
which is held by the United States for the benefit of any tribe, band, or 
group of Indians or for individual Indians; and 

(c) all structures and improvements constructed by the United States 
in the exercise of its navigational servitude. 


